Methis Hotel, Padua
Matez: | Within walking distance of the
9010 city's graceful piazzas, the Giotto
s | frescoes in the Scrovegni
Chapel, and the monumental basilica
dedicated to the man whom locals call
simply "The Saint" (i.e., Saint Anthony
of Padua), the Methis has 59 rooms
spread over four floors- each an homage
to one of the four elements. Earth, on the
second level, has rooms in tones of brown
and ocher, and ethnic art, tapestries, and
sculpture. The third floor, Fire, is
decorated in crimson, scarlet, and burnt
sienna, with red-stone bathtubs. Water, on
four, is represented by aquamarine and lapis
lazuli hues, azure carpets, and wavy-
painted walls and floors in the bathrooms.
The top floor, Air, has gossamer white
drapes over four-poster beds and creamy
white carpets. The gimmick- more
successful than it deserves to be- has lured
the likes of Giorgio Armani, among other
luminaries. Amenities include a fitness
room, a bar, a library, a breakfast room,
and- essential in a region where most visi-

tors require a car-private parking. When to
go: Skip foggy December and January.
Which room to book: Any of the five fourth-
floor junior suites overlooking the river (39-
(049-872-5555; www.methishotel.it; doubles,
$175-$305;E)).



