
Padua
Padua is world famous for its medieval art, yet it is also a

vibrant, contemporary mix of busy markets, pilgri mage and

freethinking . Jane Gifford explores the heart of the town

W
hen I firsr s te pped OUt ins ide Pad ua 's city wall s it was

rain ing . Even so the p lace was buzzing . T he ci ty has an

air of excitement , no doubt supplem ented by the large

number of s tud ents here and, happily, in Padua rai n

d oesn't m ean you have to ge t wet . Arch ed porticoes line

almost every Street, keeping you dry in wet weather and offeri ng cooling shade

in sun ny weath er. From a br idge , I wat ched the R iver Bacch ig lion e ci rcl ing the

old town . Tall houses, some w ith balc on ies , l ine che river, th e healt h of wh icb

was indicated by a man sat in hi s armc hai r fishing from his balc ony,

Padua 's old rown is de signed for pedestrian s and is compac t enou gh to

be eas ily cove red on foo t . St reet life Aou r ishes day and nig ht , an d wa lk ing

is a p leas ure. Padua's cen tre mostl y escaped the bombs of the world wars '

and has kep t its orig inal med ieva l s t ree t plan. J quickly fell in love wi th rhe

backs rree ts. They are safe , clean and have remai ned un ch anged for hund reds of

years. Un sur pri s ing ly, the fri en dl y and welco m ing Pad uaus are pr oud of the ir

Inh eri tan ce. T heir city is often over-shadowed by ne igbbouring Venice and

t hey a re keen to show th e world just how m uch they have to offer. Th e Touris t

Inform at ion Centre has an am azing am ou nt of beaur ifu tiy pro d uced li te ra tu re to

int rod uce you to th e city. You can sa m pl e a lirr le of w hat Pad ua has to offer in

48 hou rs and chen you will wane to come back for more .

Lib eral th in king has been Padua 's bu sin ess since decl aring irse lf a Republic

In l l 64 and stud en ts have been esse n t ia l to the econ om y for nearly SOO "=>




